East Battle Lake Plant Survey Comparison
2013 – 2019

Overall, there was a lot of similarity between the two surveys. There was a very similar
composition of native plants found in both surveys. Each survey found the following native
plants: chara, bladderwort, coontail, northern milfoil, Illinois pondweed, variable
pondweed, sago pondweed, variable leaf pondweed, water celery, marigold, white stem
pondweed, clasping leaf pondweed, and Canadian waterweed. Both surveys also saw the
same three most abundant plants of chara, common bladderwort, and coontail.
Furthermore, they appeared to generally be in the same areas.
It does appear that chara was more spread throughout the northeast bay of the lake. That
portion of the lake is heavily vegetated; however, it appears to have become less diverse. In
2013 there was up to 10 species found in the bay, and in 2019 the maximum number found
in that bay was five. That could be due to the fact that the chara overcrowded some other
native vegetation. Additionally, the bay is covered with lily pads, which could also shade
out plants.
Coontail was also found in the same general areas around the lake in 2019 as 2013. It was
scattered in the northeast bay in each survey, and more prevalent in the south basin,
especially in the narrows leading into the north basin. Coontail was found in deeper areas in
both surveys as well between 9 – 12 ft.
Bladderwort again was found in very similar areas in both surveys. It appears to have
become denser in 2019 from 2013 in the northeast bay. This is likely because bladderwort
does not anchor with roots in the sediment, so it can exist with chara and other rooted
plants found in that area.
The survey in 2019 indicated no drastic or alarming changes in the vegetation composition
from 2013. Many of the same native plant species were found in each survey, and no
invasive species were found in 2019. I would suggest that the EBLWA continue to monitor
the plant community of East Battle Lake every few years to track changes or shifts in the
lake. Furthermore, East Battle Lake is at risk to infestation due to its location in Otter Tail
County with other lakes infested with invasive plants.

